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Thank you, Mr. Chairman and Senators, in EHEA. I am testifying today in support of SB 0126, the 

Environment - New Motor Vehicles - Pollution Fee. 

 

You have heard the testimony of our sponsor, Senator Kramer, who has explained the policy 

initiative in SB0126 that puts a small fee on high polluting cars as defined by the 2022 EPA’s 

Green Vehicle Guide; that an important result of SB0126 is that it raises revenues that will help 

expand the use of electric vehicles and associated infrastructure in the state. 

 

Another important aspect of this bill is its focus on CO2 pollution in Maryland. The objective is 

to make new car buyers aware of the CO2 pollution associated with their choice of vehicle and 

as presented in EPA’s Green Vehicle Guide. 

 

Everyone on the committee knows that a vehicle that gets 50 miles per gallon is more efficient 

than one that gets 20 miles per gallon. Most probably when you are deciding which new car to 

buy you pay some attention to its MPG rating on the window label and intuitively know that the 

cost of driving the car is higher if its MPG rating is low. On the other hand the impact of its CO2 

pollution isn’t so obvious even though prominently displayed on the same label. 

 

Let’s take a look at the EPA pollution which Senator Kramer noted varies from 1 to 10 where 1 

is most polluting and 10 is least pollution. SB 0126 puts a fee on CO2 ratings from 1 to 5. 

Consider, for example, a Lexus LX 570. Its EPA rating is 2. Let’s assume that the Lexus LX 570 is 

driven 10,000 miles annually for 10 years. In that case its lifetime pollution will be about 70 tons 

of CO2. About 70 Lexus LX 570 were sold in Maryland last year, 2021. Therefore, lifetime 

pollution production in MD of these 70 Lexus’s is 4,900 tons. 

 

Consider next not only the Lexus LX but also the Toyota Land Cruiser with a rating of 2, Cadillac 

Escalade with a rating of three, and the Jeep Grand Cherokee with a rating of three. Assume 

again that these four cars are driven 10,000 miles per year for ten years. The lifetime pollution 

from these four vehicles is 250 ton of CO2. 

 

Of course, in 2021 there were many Lexus LX, Land Cruisers, Cadillac Escalades and Grand 

Cherokees sold in Maryland. If all of these cars were driven 10,000 miles per year for 10 years, 

then the total pollution from these cars is about 394,500 tons of CO2. 



 

And, of course, there were far more gasoline power vehicles sold in in Maryland than these four 

examples. In 2017 the Maryland government calculated the pollution from gasoline driven cars 

in Maryland to be 22 million metric tons. It is slightly less in 2022, but the negative economic 

impacts of climate change in Maryland across multiple sectors are real and getting worse. 

Perhaps SB0126’s fee on high polluting vehicles will persuade buyers to consider less polluting 

options and certainly the revenues from the bill promoting the electric vehicle sector are badly 

needed. 

 

On behalf of the Rebuild Maryland Coalition, I encourage you, Mr. Chairman, and the members 

of this committee to vote in favor of SB0126. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Granville Smith 
Rebuild Maryland Coalition 
202-247-6613 
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